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PREFACE

When 1 was spendicg some months at Rangoon
in 1908, I frequented the Berpard Free Library and
read some old MSS and copied out some that I
wished to have with me Although I came across the
names of Sihalavatthu and Sahassavatthu I was not
interested in MSS relating stories; further 1 was of
opinion that the Sihalavatthu was the same as our
Rasavahini., It was afterwards I learnt that both
Sihalavatthu aud Sahassavatthu are works different
from the Rasavahini.

Copies of the Sihalavatthu are very rare in Ceylon
though it contains many stories connected with the
Island. The only copy that was found here was at
Ambarukkharama, Welitara, Balapitiya, which too was
in Burmese characters. The credit of discovering of
this MS goes to Mr K. D. Somadasa, B. A, M. S,
the Assitant Librarian of the University of Ceylon.
He has found it while he was making a list of palm-
leaf Mss that were in the monasteries of the Southern
Province. As this MS was in a much dilapidated
state, with the permission of the owners, he carried
it with him and made a case for its safety and handed
it over to me for transliteration in Sinhalese characters.
While transliterating 1 found that some words and
lines of the stanzas, near the edges of the palm-leaves,
missing due to thcse porticns having crumbled down
owing to the dilapidated state of the MS. In spite
of these defects I copied the MS as there was no
other MS available.
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After transliteration I published an article giving an
account of this MS in Silumina, a Sinhalese Sunday Paper.
Having seen this article, an Elder named H. Saddhamma-
nyanalankara of Hastivanarama, Negambo District,
informed me of a copy of the same made by him
from a dilapidated Burmese MS. when he was in
Burma in 1923. At my request, he gladly sent me
the MS, and with this I could fill up some of the:
gaps in my copy. Later, on the -information of Mr.
Somadasa, I visited DBogahapitiya Vihara at Kosgoda,.

- and Mahakappina - Mudalidarama at Balapitiya in order
to get MSS of the Sahassavatthu, I could get nothing
from Bogahapitiya; but from the latter Vibara I got
Sahassavatthu in Burmese characters. As there were
some other MSS in the same bundle I inspectcd them
and, to my great surprise and joy, I found a well -
preserved copy of the Sihalavatthu in Burmese. With
the eonsent of the incumbent monk I took it with
me and completed this edition, which now has only a
few defects. I am very glad to put this edition before
the literary world as a copy of a very rare manuscript,
which was saved just in time before complete
destraction, '

The name of the author of this work is given
as Acariya Dhammanandi whose native place was
Kantakasola - pattana, and the residing place Pattakotti
Vibara. I am not able to locate these places either in
Ceylon or India. Perhaps these localities are in Sau-
rastra of Western India as this Elder seems to be
acquainted with that country and relates some stories
connected with it. Here are seven stories about Saurastra,
one about Gandhara, one conncted with the Emperor
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Dharmasoka and all others of Ceylon. In the stories of
Saurastra are found Proper names such as Porimasi -
nadi, Upasinga-vihara, Accimantasela, Kandagiri-vibara-
and Cittabhatthera. 1 wrote to Professor P. V. Bapat,
M. A, PH. D,, of the University of Delhi, requesting.
him to find out or identify these places in Saurastra.
After some months I received an answer from him.
when 1 was writing this Preface, in which he states
that he could not still identify these places; but he-
says that Saurastra is now included in the Province:
of Katiyaward.

This work seems to have been compiled before the-
time of Buddhaghosa. The Great Panic, i.e. 12 years:
famine, is mentioned here; but no king Ilater than
Saddhatissa, Dutthagamini’s brother, is mentioned in the
work. This is so far the only Pali work that we
have, compiled in Saurastra. As it was compiled in a
period when the Pali scholarship was not very high,
we find here some grammtical mistakes and peculiar
phrases. These facts enhence the value of this work,
On page 156 we read ‘Dibbasatakayo ca disva,” and.
on page 152 “Satakaya mukham thaketva nipajji.”’
Here ‘sataka’ is taken as faminine, which in fact is-
masculne or neater. In many places we see the word.
vattamana used in the sense of ‘news’ or ‘what has
happened,” the correct word for which is ‘pavatti’
Again on p 153 ‘Kinjakka’ was used in feminine as
“Kinjakkhiyo sampatanti,” which being neuter, must
be ‘Kinjakkhani.’

1 have given more such passages in my Sinhalese:
Preface but dropped them here as diacritical marks
are not available in this press.
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I translated this work into Sinhalese in a concise
from and it appeared in print last January; and it
was hailed by the !learned. It is my belief that this
Pali text which is little known in Ceylon although it
-contains valuabale accounts of the Island will be rece-
ived warmly by the Pali scholars all over the world

My thanks are due in the first place to Mr.
Somadasa, the  discoverer of the text; to the
Ven. H. Saddhammanyana Thero, to the incumbent monks
of Ambarukkarama and Mahakappina - Mudalindarama
for lending their MSS and Mr. M W. Abesiri, the
-publisher.

A. P. BUDDHADATTA

30. 8. 1959
Aggarama
Ambalangoda.
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